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THE 


SILENT WITNESS 








PULVERISING / IT WAS A WORD TO DESCRIBE THE Fj 
MORTAR BOMBARDMENT THAT BLANKETED THE | 
GROUND HELD BY SEVEN PLATOON ON AN APRIL 
ORY IN ITALY, 1944 








” ile Te h 





LONG ANO PROUD TRADITION - 











2 The Silent Witness 


Chapter 1. Out on a | 








[SECOND LIEUTENANT RON SHEPHERD WAS |/7 
PLATOON-COMMANDER . . . AND NEW TO 
TTALL, FRESH FROM AN OFFICER CADET 
STRAINING UNIT IN ENGLAND 


IR YEARS AS A 




















‘SERGEANT CLANDON LOOKED AROUND TO THE SIGNALLER’S 
FOXHOLE NEARBY AND GRIMACE 











e The Silent Witness 





THE YOUNG SUBALTERN WAS IN A QUANDARY. SHOULD HE DETAIL A RUNNER 
TO HIS COMPANY COMMANDER RIGHT AWAY OR WAIT TILL THE BARRAGE ENDED 
AND THEN SENO HIM Sneouat P UNCERTAINLY, HE MADE HIS DECISION 











FIFTEEN MINUTES LATER, THE DELUGE OF MORTAR-BOMBS 
‘SUDDENLY CEASED ANDO, AT THE SAME TIME, MENACING 
FIGURES TOOK SHAPE IN THE SWIRLING SMOKE 


JERRY 
oof INFANTRY / 
e724 AN aTTACK's 











The Silent Witness 
RON SHEPHERD REACTED IN THE MANNER OF_A MUSKETRY INSTRUCTOR GIVING 
A DIRE NING-CENTRE ~ 
‘FOR CRYING OUT LOUDT 
THIS AIN'T NO TIME FOR A 
‘COPYBOO} 





OF THOSE NAZIS, BOYS. 
RAPIDS. 








THERE WAS INSTANTANEOUS RESPONSE FROM A PLATOON REDUCED TO TWO-THIRDS OF 
ITS STRENGTH. BRENS AND STENS HAMMERED FIBRCELY, LEE-ENFIELDS THUMPED 
IN_HEAVY UNDERTONE 


NOW YOU'RE 
‘ON THE RECEIVING ENO, 
JERRY? HOW D'YOU: 
LiKE IT? 

















8 The Silent_Witness 
ERKED ALLY IN THE THRASH 
AND DIED... 











BUT. STILL THE GERMANS PUSHED FORWARD, PENETRATING TO THE HEART, 
OF THE DEFENSIVE-AREA WHERE THE BRITISH WERE DUG-IN. 





The_Silent_Witness 
‘SEVEN PLATOON TOOK FURTHER PUNISHMENT IT COULD 
ILL-AFFORD. YET THE REMNANT FOUGHT BACK WITH A 
FEROCITY THAT SMASHED THE MORALE OF THE ENEMY'S| 





WE'VE LICKED 





iD LIEUTENANT SHEPHERD'S 
BAPTISM “IN COMBAT HAD BEEN A 
ISTERN ONE. HE PRIDED HIMSELF HE HAD 
STOOD UP TO IT WELL. . « 














10 






The Silent_Witness 





BUT HIS HIGH SPIRITS TOOK A DIVE 
WHEN HE MADE A QUICK CHECK OF HIS 
|MEN AND DISCOVERED THE EXTENT OF 
| THE PLATOON'S LOSSES . HE MADE HIS} 
WAY TO CLANDON’S SLIT TRENCH « 
YOU, TOO, SERGEANT ? DO YOU KNOW, 
APART FROM MYSELF, THERE ISN'T A. 
MAN WHO HASN'T BEEN 

WOUNDED ? ONLY ABOUT A 

DOZEN ARE IN ANY SHAPE 

TO FIGHT. THE REST ARE 

ENTHER DEAD, OR 

STRETCHER CASES. 








THEN, FROM THE SLIT, THEY DETECTED 
MOVEMENTS IN THE NAZIS’ LINES . 
‘AS FAR ASI CAN SEE, : 
THEYIRE SPREADING OUT, 

AND WORKING ROUND 


THE FLANKS | To ENCIRCLE US, 
EH >. AND THERE'S 


PRECIOUS LITTLE WE 
‘CAN DO ABOUT IT. 




















SERGEANT, I'VE 
GOT TO NOMINATE 
SOMEONE TO NIP OFF 
AND REPORT TO THE 


THERE'S 
ONLY ONE MAN 
FIT ENOUGH 

TO RUN TO H.Q., 
SIR... AND THAT'S. 
yous 


The Silent Witness 














AE TER INSTRUCTING SERGEANT CLANOON TO TAKE CHARGE, RON SCRAMBLED OUT 
FROM THE SLIT. PROMPTLY, AN EAGER Mi ‘S_ BACK IN BUSINE: 
TAKE MY_TIP AND MAKE 
A DASH FOR THAT QUARRY WE 











12 The Silent_Witness 


TO HIS HEELS - THE ENEMY SNIPER 
iS SHOTS 














IBY TRE TIME HE HAD REACHED THE QUARRY HE FELT AS I= HE HAD LEAD-FOOTED 
Fis Way THROUGH A MARATHON ; IN ONE FINAL EFFORT HE THREW os wero 
ITS SHELTER. BUT HE WAS A SPLIT-SECOND TOO LAT! 








The_Silent_Witness ag 


HE FELL HEADLONG INTO THE QUARRY, AND LANDED WITH A THUD ON ITS 
CHALKY FLOOR ~ 








MY ARMS 
HE GOT ME IN 
RA THE ARMS 


"Nemeth sires 








HE GAVE HIMSELF FIRST-AID WITH DIFFICULTY... AND IT WAS SEVERAL MINUTES 
BEFORE HE FOUND THE STRENGTH TO STRUGGLE TO HIS FEET. 
B7 That FEELS 
BETTER. AT LEAST 
TM STILL ALIVE 7 








BUT HE COULD NOT GUESS THAT VERY SOON HE WAS TO WISH A BULLET RAD LAID 
HIM DEAD IN THAT ACCURSED QUARRY / 








ta 
[RON LEFT THE QUARRY AND. me Ze 
RSNSer EE SUR eae 
[ROUTE By WHICH HE HOPEO HE 
WOULD RE-ESTABLISH Scag 
WITH HIS COMPANY COMMANDER 





soap, ——~ 
(BENS. "SNOT AT HERE 
ANYHOW. NOT A JERRY 
IN SIGHT. 











BUT TE RAD BARELY COVERED TALF-A-DOZEN YARDS WHEN FROM BEUINO 
Chur RASS, A PATROL OF GERMANS ROSE MENACINGLY ALL ABOUT 


<i 
HALTEN, ENGLANDER 7 . 
RAISE_YOUR HANDS AND 
WALK SLOWLY TOWARDS ME / 








iit 


\l / pra | 








The Silent Witness 15 
THE GRITISH OFFICER HAD NO OPTION GUT TO Osey. A FELOWEBEL, WHO SPOKE 
ENGLISH FLUENTLY, ADDRESSED HIM +. « 


7 OBERLEUTNANT KOHLEN \=</ OBERLEUTNANT KOHLEN NEEON'T BOTHER UNLESS 

WISHES TO INTERROGATE HE SIMPLY WaNTS TO KNOW MY NAME, RANK | 
¥ AND NUMBER. 

YOU CAN REMIND | 











[WHEN RON'S WORDS WERE TRANSLATED, THEY EROUGHT A 
RUSH OF PURPLE TO THE OBERLEUTNANT'S FACE 
KOHLEN WAS A QUICK: TEMPERED, BRUTAL MAN 


= 


OF AN 
ENGLANDER! / 








The Silent_Witness 


FOR A MOMENT, KOHLEN GLAREO AT HIM. THEN, ALL AT 
IGED TO ONE THAT WAS A BLEND OF VICIOUSNESS AND 





IET AND TUNIC AND PUT 
ON THIS BRITISH OFFICER'S UNIFORI 
QUICKLY, MAN QUICKLY / 








"THE FELOWEBEL HAVING CARRIED OUT HIS INSTRUCTIONS, KOHLEN MOTIONED IN THE 
DIRECTION OF THE QUARRY. 





COUNTRYMEN. OF 
HIS WHO ARE GIVING US SO MUCH TROUBLE. 
AFTER THAI WHAT 








The Silent Witness ue 
KORLEN CONTINUED TO SPEAK FORA] [THE FELOWEBEL BROKE INTO A RUN. HE 
MINUTE OR TWO MORE - WHEN He HAD 









GAINED THE QUARRY, AND CLAMBERED UP 
FINISHED, HE DISMISSED MESNER WITH 
A CURT WAVE OF HIS HAND. 


‘AT THE DOUBLE, MESNER, 
WANT THIS AFFAIR 
AS SPEEDILY AS pg 


THE FAR SIDE OF IT. 


THIS WAY, YOU MENS \F_YOU GET BACK, 
NOW YOU CAN AVOID BEING. 

















"THE PITIFUL REMNANT OF SEVEN PLATOON HEARD THOSE REASSURING WORDS ,| 
AND SIGHED WITH RELIEF. 


“as IT’S MISTER SHEPHERD. 
——_- SEEMS LIKE HE'S SEEN A) 


‘WAY TO GET US SAFELY 
‘OUT OF HERE. 











18 The Silent Witness 
AS THE SURVIVORS OF THE PLATOON STUMBLED TOWARDS. THE QUARRY :. . 





THERE'S MISTER SHEPHERD. 











THEY DESCENDED, MAYBE WE SHOULD 'VE STAYED PUT AND TAKEN OUR 
THE QUPRRY'S FACE CBANCE WHERE WE WERE. IF THE JERRIES COME 
“OUSLY, PAINFULLY, | AFTER US, THEY'LL CATCH US IN THE OPEN AND 
“LING PROCESSION, | WE WON'T BE ABLE TO PUT Ut 
MUCH OF A SCRAP. 








The Silent Witness 


FELDWEEEL PAUL MESNER WAS STILL BECKONING THAT PROCESSION OF WOUNDED 
Mi ¥E_ GROUND Sit ABOUT HIM WAS BARBED WITH SPURTS OF FLAME f 

















WHITE-F. iD SHAKING , HE STARED IN HORROR AS A SHATTERING VOLLEY 
SOUNDED THE DEATH-KNELU OF THE BRI ED... 
7 


= =D) if 








20 The _Silent_Wéitness 


FTHE FELOWEBEL STOOD SPEECHLESS, BUT YOUNG RON SHEPHERD WAS RAGING AS] 
Hi TO FLING HIMSELF AT THE SNEERING NAZI. 








Pou 
MURDERER / 
YOU FILTHY 

COLD-BLOODED 

» MURDERER / 














TE HAVE SCRIBBLED A NOTE . iF Sat YOUR 

BREAST-POCKET HERE. [AM JUST A 

FELDWEBEL . .. ALMOST A ‘NOBODY; You 

MIGHT SAY. YET THE NOTE MAY HELP TO. 
THINGS EASIER 








The Silent_Witness 21 











THE GERMAN SERGEANT RETURNED TO WHERE KOHLEN WAS REORGANISING HiS 


COMBAT-GROUP. PI 





‘DESTINED TO 





~ TT WAS A HURRICANE , NOTA SPIT, THAT WAS SWEEPING. 
PACKING A.12-GUN PUNCH AND FIVE HUNOREO POUNDS OF HIGH 








THAT'S WHAT I LIKE TO SEE. A GAGGLE 
OF GOOSE-STEPPING HERRENVOLK 
ALL. BUNCHED UP AND NO PLACE TO 
GO. NO SAFE PLACE, ANYWAY. 


ae ee 











22 The Silent_Witness 
STREAMS OF THREE-O-THREE LASHEO INTO THE GERMANS AND 
THEY TUMBLED LIKE SKITTLES IN A BOWLING-ALLEY.. « 












23 

















’ i 
PF Now Te BRITISH FLYER oad 


i] ¥/2 








The Silent Witness 


"THE HURRICANE'S PILOT FAILED TO DISTINGUISH THAT ONE OF THE TRIO 
IS GUN-PORTS FU RON TH 














THE AIRCRAFT FLASHED OVERHEAD— MADE A. 
WIDE SWEEP — AND DISAPPEARED. THE BRITISH 
SUBALTERN PULLED HIMSELF TO HIS FEET. . « 








The Silent Witness a 
THE TWO GERMANS WHO HAD BEEN WITH RON WERE DEAD. HE PICKED UP A MAUSER 
THAT HAD BELONGED TO ONE OF THEM SEE - 7 
T'LL GET HIM FOR 
WHAT_HE DID TO My MEN £ 
TLL GET HIM— IF IT'S THE 


LAST THING I 0,7 








The Silent Witness 25 





"RON TRIED A SHOT, 


HANG IT / HE'S GOT AWAY! 
OBERLEUTNANT KOHLEN, OF THE 
FIRST BATTALION OF THE ‘ 
POTSOAMMER REGIMENT, 
EH? T SHALL 
REMEMBER 

HM 


WE THREW'ASIDE THE USELESS MAUSER. 


AND: RETURNED-TO-THE PLACE WHERE HE 
HAD BEEN CAPTURED .. - 














___The Silent_Witness 
Chapter 2. On the Run 





THERE WAS A LOOK OF THANKFULNESS: 
ON RON SHEPHERD'S FACE.IT WOULD NOT 
HAVE BEEN THERE , IF HE COULD Hi 
QVERHEARD WHAT WAS GOING ON INTHE 











CLANDON'S VOICE TAILED OFF, HE HAD BREATHED HIS LAST BY THE TIME THE YOUNG 
SECOND LIEUTENANT DESCENDED INTO THE HOLLOW. « « 





ARE ANY. 
THEM ALIVE, 
MAJOR 
LENNOX 





NO. BUT YOUR SERGEANT 
LIVED LONG ENOUGH TO TELL MEAS ~ 


\ YOU LET THEM USE YOU TO SESTROY 
WHAT WAS LERT OF YOUR 
PLATOON 2 





The Silent_Witness 
IRON STARED BLANKLY AT LENNOX.IT TOOK] [RON TRIED TO EXPLAIN HE HAD SET OUT 
HIM_A LITTLE WHILE TO GRASP THAT HE | |FOR HELP BECAUSE ALL HIS MEN HAD 
WAS BEING ACCUSED OF MURDERING BEEN CASUALTIES. LENNOX CUT HIM 
HIS OWN MEN SHORT.» = 


YOUVE GOT IT "AH, 50 YOU Fi “THOSE WHO TRUSTED IN YOUR 
ALL WRONG, YOU 


ACKNOWLEDGE You | | LEADERSHIP ARE ALL DEAD NOW, SO 
MAJOR ‘1 DON'T YLEFT YOUR. PLATOON IN 








TEVE ONLY YOUR UNSUPPORTED WORD. 

KNOW JOST WHAT |" THE FACE OF THE ANYWAY, I'M NOT THE ONE 

ICLANDON TOLD J ENEMY, SHEPHERD, THaT| | YOU HAVE TO CONVINCE . 

YOU, BUT AFTER @MIN ITSELF ISA BREACH) | THIS WILL BE REFERRED A 

LEFT THE OF DUTY! TO THE. COMMANDING 
CER » 





PLATOON — 














THAT EVENING, IN A VILLAGE THE MAIN BODY OF THE BATTALION HAD OCCUPIED, 
TON EAEED Gis Gram eee Cr 
sierra, | mien TR AR, 
OTH FART bee ue SON OF A HOLDER om 
er ele ae ONL Be wb EFL OT 
STANDING BEFORE ME IN A. ‘OF MY MEN FOREMOST 
Ne See Oe MY MeN FOREN 
ALND, EN 
THE NAZIS. 














The Silent Witness 





HE PAUSED, FOR AT THAT VERY INSTANT AE 





v5 NOTE. WAS 


RECOLLECTED MESNER” 
THERE A CHANCE THAT SOMETHING IN THE NOTE WOULD CONFIRM HIS STORY 2 


THIS MAY 


BEAR ME OUT, SIR. 

















MESSAGE WHICH HAD 


THe BATTALIONS “T> OFFICER TOOK THE NOTE, AND WE TRANSLATED THE — 
IBBLEL INTENTIONS, 


D WITH THE BEST OF 





~~SHEPHERD, <Q 
THAT NOTE \S 





The Silent Witness 29 














RON SLUMPED, HALF-FAINTING WITH THE SUDDEN PRESSURE APPLIED ON A WOUND 


FAR FROM SERIOUS BUT NEVERTHELESS PAINFUL . 





30 The Silent_Witness : 

BEVERLEY DASHED OFF IN SEARCH OF SUDDENLY, !T DAWNED ON RON SHEPHERD 
THE BATTALION’S M.O. HE HAD STILL ‘THAT _HE HAO BEEN PRESENTED WITH A 
TO RETURN WITH THE DOCTOR WHEN | |HEAVEN-SENT OPPORTUNITY, 

RON GATHERED HIS WITS « 








a , NOSODY WiLL EVER 
TAL —BE OKAY i BELIEVE my STORY. HOW 
Bhi eke GANT CLEAR MYSELF? 
SS Lone As tM UNDER 
CLOSE ARREST, I CAN'T 
DO A THING ABOUT, 











HE HAD NO CUT-AND-DRIED_PLAN IN MIND, BUT HE KNEW HE SIMPLY HAD TO 
STAY OUT OF CUSTODY... . 





IF THIS SENTRY ONLY 
| KNEW I'M ON THE RUN — IF HE: 
SOM HAD AN INKLING OF WHAT 
T'VE BEEN ACCUSED OF, HE'D J 


toe 








The Silent Witness 


ACROSS-COUNTRY AND BY DAWN, HE WAS DEEP IN A RANGE OF 
=D ‘COVER 

















3 The Silent Witness 


HAD HE BEEN IN A LESS PENT-UP STATE OF MIND, HE WOULD PROBABLY HAVE 
REGARDED THE IDEA AS FANTASTIC. 








T'VE NO MEANS 


MEN {OUR INFORMATION 
IS THAT THEY WILL PASS. 
ALONG THE ROAD BELOW 
‘SOON AFTER DAYBREAK 





HIS VANTAGE POINT. AS HE TURNED, 
HE SAW MEN MOVING CAUTIOUSLY 
THROUGH THE HILLS 








fhe Silent Witness bad 
RON. DID NOT HESITATE . HE MADE A BEE-LINE FOR 

“THE. GUERILLA-FIGHTERS AND THEY HALTED UNCERTAINLY, 

[WHEN THEY SAW HIM... Summmmmmae 

















The _Silent_Witness 
TVIMEDIATELY RON WAS ALL ATTENTION . 


DO YOU KNOW THE WE MAKE IT OUR BUS NESS TO " 
LOCATIONS OF OTHER JM IN OUR HIDING-PLACE—WE KEEP A 
GERMAN UNITS — MAP WHICH SHOWS WHERE ALL 
BESIDES THIS mY NAZI_UNITS ARE a 
FIETY-THIRD THIS FRONT. 

REGIMENT ? 


THAT WAS ENOUGH FOR THE BRITISH SUBALTERS He PERSUADED 


"ou VER? WELCOME TO GO With 

US, AMICO MIO. T AM GIOVANNI 

TRUCHINO, COMMANDANTE OF 

R THIS BAND. GIANNI GRANDE 
BIS JOHNNIE — THAT'S WHAT 
THEY CALL ME FOR SHORT. 





The_Silent_Witnes» 35 
THEY TRACKED ON THROUGH HARD MOUNTAIN-COUNTRY AND CAME AT LAST. TOA 
NARROW FISSURE THAT GAVE ACCESS TO A SYSTEM OF CAVES 


TM INTERESTED (N ONE: 




















WHEN RON OUTLINED HIS STORY, 
GIANNI GRANDE EYED THE BRITISH 
OFFICER WITH A NEW RESPECT. 


LIEUTENANT SHEPHERD — 
YOU ARE AMAN AFTER MY 
(EART. I GIVE YOU 


2 








"THE MOON WAS FULL THAT NIGHT WHEN GIANNI LED THE PX 
SMALL PARTY OVERLAND TO THEIR OBJECTIVE « 











THREE HOURS. RON SHEPHERD WAS CERTAIN IT WOULO 8& 
THE LONGEST THREE HOURS HE HAD EVER SPENT / 





The Silent Witness 





Chapter 3. The Snatch 





AFTER TRAVELLING FOR ABOUT A MILE, THE ITALIAN PARTISAN LEADER, WHO WAS 
LEADING THE COLUMN, CALLED A HALT. 


LIEUTENANT — 1 IS BEST WE 












TWAS DARKER AMONG. 
OF MOONLIGHT BRO! 


‘GO. 
AHEAD AND MAKE SURE THE COAST) 
1S CLEAR. WE ARE VERY NEAR 
THE AREA PATROLLED BY THE 


) fy 


oe 
NX 











THE TREES BUT OCCASIONAL SHAFTS 
KE THROUGH THE OVERHANGING 
SUDDENLY, ROM NOTICED THE Gi 


FOLIAGE 
LINT OF POLISHED METAL IN A. 


y} WAIT, GIANNI — 


if SoMEONE's THERE — 


% The Silent _Witness 
THE TWO MEN WELTED INTO THE UNDERGROWTH AND CAUTIOUSLY CRCLED 
AROUNO THE DANGER SPOT. THEY SOON CAME UPON A NAZI OUT! 









A _ ORE |, Ma < a 
THE OUTPOST WOULD BE A THREAT IF IT WAS LEFT THERE — 
ON THEIR LINE OF ADVANCE AND OF RETREAT. 








THEY CAT-FOOTED NEARER AFTER A WHISPERED | 
ISONSULTATION AND RUSHED THE TIRED AND BORED | 
GERMANS SAVAGELY. “fe 


i ii 





The Silent Witness oF 
SUST AS GIANNI WAS POLISHING OFF HIS OPPONENT WITH A SIZZLING 
UPPERCUT, RON NOTICED THAT ANOTHER GERMAN HAD STEPPED INTO 
THE CLEARING « 











THERE'S ONLY ONE 
THING FOR IT...1 JUST 
HOPE THERE AREN'T ANY 

MORE JERRIES IN THIS AREA. 








RON PICKED UP-THE RIFLE AND TOOK HASTY AIM. IT BARKED NOISILY IN THE ST-— 
NIGHT AIR AND THE GERMAN SOLOIER FELL TO THE GROUND... 

















The Silent_Witness 
TWAS NOT UNTIL GIANNI AND RON HAD AFTER 
RETURNED ING PARTISANS. 








FOR A SPELL, GIANNI AND MARCO CASCADED ITALIAN IN THE FORM OF RAPID QUESTION] 
ASD ANSWER. PRESENTLY TNE BIG FELLOW TURNED TO RON. . + 





SPEAK WITH FRIENDS , 
IND OUT ALL WE 
By, NEED TO KNOW... 





The Silent_Witness 


'S1, LIEUTENANT. MARCO'S FRIENDS. 
SAY AN OBERLEUTNANT ANSWERING 





4. The Silent_Witness 
DESPITE HIS BULK, GIANNI ALMOST REACHED THE SENTRIES BEFORE THEY 
SENSED THEIR DANGER. BY THEN, IT WAS TOO LATES 








ie 


oi 





THE TWO GERMANS WERE DROPPED IN THEIR TRACKS WITH THE MINIMUM OF 
DISTURGANCE «GIANNI TURNED TO MARCO. -- 
aa 











The_Silent_Witness 
SEVEN Ls NUMBER» RON ANDO HIS COMPANIONS SLIPPED SILENTLY INTO THE 
OUTSKIRTS OF THE VILLAGE. THEY DARTED FROM COVER TO COVER BUT i 
RISK OF RETECTION WAS Gi es} 















INE-PISTOL RIPPED UTA VICIOUS BURST. A PARTISANS 
Roe EWERED IN SET 











The_Silent_Wéitness 











WAS NOTA MOMENT TO SPARE NOW— THE ALARM RAD BEEN RAISED pee 
TO POUNCE ON ANY MAN WHO LINGERED * 














45 






The Silent Witness 
earns ary: yi Leone Ceasar BY MARCO WAS FLUNG OPE! ‘A STOCKY 
EXT MOMENT, A SAVAGE BURST OF "FIRE WHANGED 

















9 THE YOUNG OFFICER'S TOMMY GUN CHATTERED 
IEFLY. THE LEUTNANT BUCKLED. NEXT 
IMENT, RON WAS CRASHING INTO THE HOUSE . 





bid The_Silent_ Witness 
JSNARLING LIKE A CORNERED ANIMAL, THE OBERLEUTNANT SWUNG 
SCHMEISSER TOWARDS RON. BUT BEFORE THE NAZI COULD FIRE, 
ENGLISHMAN FLUNG HIMSELF FORW: 
NO, YOU DON'T, 
YOU MURDERING 
RATS 





















DAZED BY THE BLOW, THE OBERLEUTNANT WAS mag 
DRAGGED OUTSIDE . RIFLES WERE CRACKING 


ALL OVER THE VILLAGE — ESCAPI ILO NOT BE| 
EASY. [177 % 





SOME OF THE \ 
af SENTRIES HAVE GOT ‘Y 





Bi 
YOUR. FRIENDS , 
GIANNI 


The Silent_Witness af 















USE IN ALTAMIGLIA WAS DISGORGING GERMANS. AS THEY 
JFUSEOLY IN THE MAIN STREET, THE RESISTANCE MEN HUSTLED 
Yoo e 


























bid The Sitent_Witness 


"THAT GERMAN CAPTAIN AND HIS MEN DOUBLED FORWARD — 
JRAN SMACK INTO TROUBLE... ne, 











Sai Or 













A COOL, ACCURATE FUSILLADE CURRY- 
ICOMBED THE AIR . THE FIRST TO FALL 
WAS THE HAUPTMANN. TWO THIRDS. 
BACK INTO {OF THE MEN WITH HIM WERE 
THE VILLAGE, MENS BROUGHT DOWN IMMEDIATELY AFTER. 
GET UNDER ee 
RS 








The. Silen 





t_Witness 
THERE 








LIEUTENANT, 
YOU AND Mi 

‘THIS GERMA) 
HIDEOUT, YES . 


NOW. 
CO TAKE! YOU AND THE 
NTO OUR OTHERS HERE ?| 





MARCO STARTED OFF WITH THE OBERLEUTNANT AND GIANNI PUSHED RON AFTER 
[THEM INSISTENTLY. THE ENGLISHMAN LOOKED SACK HESITANTLY - «+ 











The Silent Witness 
GIANNI HAD ASSUMED COMMAND ON THE SKYLINE NOW. HIS VOICE EXxi< 
HIS PARTISANS INTO VIOLENT DEFIANCE OF THE GERMANS . 


KEEP SHOOTING , 
COMRADES f DRIVE, 








TE 














THE PARTISANS MAINTAINED THEIR FIRE TILL THEIR GUNS SWEATED OiL - 
WERE HEAVILY OUTNUMBERED AND SOON HEAVIER WEAPONS BEGAN To 














ARP THEIR ACCURSED 
MORTARS ARE IN ACTION, 
FRIENDS f TIME FOR 
US TO GOL 















GIANNI AND HIS COMPANIONS SLIPPED AWAY INTO THE NIGHT. | 
q THEY WERE A LONG WAY OFF WHEN THE NAZIS FINALLY 
REALISED THEY HAD DISPERSED. 














The Silent_Witness ae 


IR JUST OVER AN HOUR, RON ANO MARCO WERE BACK AT THE 
OUT WITH THEIR CAPTIVE. THERE, RON TRIED TO 
SIGN HIMSELF TO WAITING. . - 





WHY AML HERE , 

ENGLANDER ? AM, 
TO BE KILLED IN 
COLO BLO0D 


pea 


‘WERE KILLED ? NO, <CHLEN, 
‘ALL T WANT FROM YOU'S AN’ 
ADMISSION THAT WILL CLEAR 
ME. TAM ACCUSED oF THE 


MURDER OF MY OWN MEN 
BECAUSE OF YOUR =ouL 


TRICKERY » 








[RON TURNED TO MARCO. DESPITE THE SUCCESS OF HIS DARING FORAY, 

THE ENGLISH LIEUTENANT KNEW HE WOULD BE UNABLE TO SETTLE DOWN | | 
UNTIL GIANNI AND THE REST OF THE BAND RETURNED SAFELY. i 
GOING OUTSIDE TO 
WATCH FOR YOUR 
FRIENDS . KEEP 

} AN EYE ON THE 

{ GERMAN, WILL, 

you > 








OFA SCUFFLE — THEN MUFFLED CRIES 


‘CURSED JTALIAN 
recor Tes 
/ 


MARCO HAD BEEN CAUGHT OFF GUARD 
Gy_THE RASCALLY GERMAN. 





fhe Silent Witness be 


WITH MARCO OUT TO THE WORLD, KOHLEN-MADE 4 BOLT 
FOR TT” AND. AT ONCE KON SHEPHERT WAS IN A 
ut 7 R 











IDEOUT IS. 
BIG JOHNNY FAND HIS MEN Witt BE 
AUGHTERED LIKE SHEEP. 














5 The Silent_Witness 


RON COULD NOT SAVE HIMSELF AT THE COST OF SO MANY 
LIVES. HE RAISEO HIS TOMMY GUN ANDO TOOK CAREFUL 
AIM Ai THE FLEEING GERMAN . 








BY SHOOTING 
EN. T Al 











THE CHANGE-LEVER WAS AT YAUTOMATIC” 
YET THE TOMMY-GUN RAPPED, OUT A SINGLE 
SHOT. IT WAS RON SHEPHERD'S LAST. «THE 
LAST FOR THE ONLY MAN WHO STOOD. 
BETWEEN HIM AND INFAMY. 




















The Silent_Witness 
KOHLEN WAS DEAD WHEN RON REACHED THE SPOT WHERE HE HAD FAL 


INA MINUTE OR SO, THE YOUNG LIEUTENANT WAS JOINED BY MARCO... 
‘MARCO, THERE'S SOMETHING 


HAVE TO D0~ AND THE SOONER T GET 
IT OVER WITH, THE BETTER. I WON'T 
WAIT FOR GIANNI AND THE OTHERS . 
GIVE THEM MY BEST WISHES WHEN 
THEY SHOW UP. 


55 











HE SET OFF IN A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION. ONCE MORE, HE MANAGED TO 
INFILTRATE BETWEEN STRONGPOINTS ON A DISCONTINUOUS FRONT. 
NEXT MORNING . . 


HERE'S SHEPHERD 


AGAIN, SIR. APPARENTLY 

HE REALISED IT WAS. 
FOOLISH OF HIM! TO MAKE 
A BREAK FOR IT. SEEMS, 
HE'S DECIDED ‘TO FACE 
THE MUSIC. 4} 




















The_SiJent_ Witness 
BCSTAPF CAPTAIN ANSWERED RON'S | PAL 
STARTLED QUESTION -. - 
THIS IS WHAT BRINGS 1S A REPO 
HIM HERE . IT'S A PAPER HE POCKET, DESCRIBING IN DETAIL 
DELIVERED PERSONALLY TO f | HOW HE TRICKED YOUR MEN BY 
QIVISIONAL H.Q, HE CAN'T READ DRESSING UP A FELDWEBEL 
GERMAN SUT THOUGHT THE IN. YOUR HELMET AND TUNIC 
b. DOCUMENT MIGHT BE IMPORTANT. 5 
2 (TS — TO You. 














OF HIS COMMANDING OFFICER'S 
APOLOGETIC 











38 The Silent Witness _ 
THE YOUNG SUBALTERN WAS SILENT FOR A MOMENT. THEN. -« 
TLL TAKE YOU UP ON. ‘CERTAINLY, MY BOY. 
‘THAT, SIR . WOULD YOU iste TLL TRY TO TALK THE 
PERSUADE THE M.0,T0 PASS RY boc Invo Tr, UNLESS 
MEAS Fit AND LET Me CHUCK, HE CONVINCES. ME 
AWAY THIS SLING ? I'D LIKE HOSPITAL TREATMENT 
FOSTAY WITH THE 1S ESSENTIAL FOR, 
BATTALION « SOU ae 














RON SHEPHERD LEFT THE ORDERLY ROOM SHORTLY AFTERWAROS, IN COMPANY 
WITH GIANNI. THOUGHTFULLY, THE COLONEL WATCHED HIM GO...’ 


FIRST TIME UNDER FIRE FORTY-EIGHT HOURS WIM 
(AGO, AND HE MUST HAVE BEEN IN DEVILISH 
TORMENT EVER SINCE —THE WORST KINO Jenga 
‘OF IMENTAL TORMENT. THAT BOy's GOT Aina 
RY, WHAT IT TAKES —- LIKE HIS FATHER 
BEFORE HIM. WE KNOW THAT 





‘AND RON SHEPHERD KNEW THAT 
IATEVER HAPPENED, NOTHING 

COULD BE WORSE THAN THE ORDEAL | 

OF HIS FIRST TWO DAYS IN ACTION. | 








Beatin Worden by Monee, Perey Beothers Ti Pubeations 1: 
Hlieteay Hose, Parkas Stee, Ese, E $3 


Lando, BG. Sole 
anit 





ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 188—THEY ALSO SERVE No. 199—JUNGLE AFLAME 


The men on the mission won the Slow and defenceless, the Dakotas of 
medals but there were others who Transport Command dared the deadly 
took an unknown but heroic hand in Zeroes in the jungle of the Burma skies. 
its success. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW: 
No. 191 FIGHT—OR DIE! 


Next. month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
6th May, are -— 


No. 192—THE UNGUARDED HOUR No. 194—SKY TROOP 
No. 193—CLIPPED WINGS No. 195—LIVE BAIT 





samp ores W 8 @ Ditterent stamps 
PLUS 42 stamp size portraits of the 
fings ¢ Queens of England 


Just look at this exciting offer! You get giant 
collection of 116 all different genuine stamps. 
Here are some highlights: TOGO—set of 2 Yuri 
Gagarin Spaceman; CHAD—4 exotic animal 
triangles; POLYNESIA—2 South Sea beauty 
queens; ALBANIA—set of 4 old imperforate 
“Double Eagles". MONACO—giant Lourdes 
diamond shape. (So far every stamp is in bril- 
liant mint condition). Also: MALDIVES—U.N. 
Anni new African country of RWANDI— 
Independence stamp with map (also mint). 
JAPAN—New Year Celebration Commemor- 
ative. This splendid collection includes triangles, 
diamonds, imperfs. hard-to-get countries and 
many fascinating and unusual stamps and sets 
from all over the world, Grand total 116 all differ- 
ent genuine stamps. 
FREE IF YOU ORDER 
NOW. 42 STAMP SIZE 
PORTRAITS OF KINGS OF 
ENGLAND SINCE WILLIAM 
THE CONQUEROR 
This fabulou: 
piece cannot bi 
obtained elsewhere 
at any price! 
EVERYTHING FOR 1/- TO INT- 
RODUCE FAMOUS BARGAIN 
APPROVALS (The world's finest approvals. The best way to build a 
collection at a low cost—and enjoy stamp collecting!) Please tell 
Your parents you are answering this advertisement, 


SEND 1'- TODAY ASK FOR LOT P20 
BROADWAY APPROVALS, °°,DENUn srs 


LONDON.S.E.5. 
rs 


 1/-. Rush me the 110 different stamps plus t 
fon of bargain approvals for free examination. 












































ts, Send 
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(Piease print caretuityy 


